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Parliament; but the document, when submitted to him,
was not to the royal taste. Sheridan, in the meanwhile,
who knew all the thoughts of his patron and how to please
him, had prepared privately, almost accidentally, according
to his own account, a draft of another reply, which the
Prince adopted instead, to the astonishment and indignant
dismay of the official leaders, who could scarcely believe
in the possibility of such an interference, Moore enters
into a lengthened explanation of Sheridan's motives and
conduct, supported by his own letters and statements, of
which there are so many that it is very apparent he was
himself conscious of much necessity for explanation. The
great Whig Lords, who thus found themselves superseded,
made an indignant remonstrance; but the mischief was
done. In the point of view of party allegiance the pro-
ceeding "was indefensible; and yet we cannot but think
the reader will feel a certain sympathy with Sheridan in
this sudden turning of the tables upon the men who had
slighted him and ignored his claims. They were new men,
less experienced than himself, and the dangerous gratifica-
tion of showing that, in spite of all they might do, he had
still the power to forestall and defeat them, must have
been a very strong temptation. But such gratifications are
of a fatal kind. Sheridan himself, even at the moment of
enjoying it, must have been aware of the perilous step he
was taking. And it is another proof of the curious mixt-
ure of capacity for business and labour which existed in
him along with the most reckless indolence and forgetful-
ness, that the literature of this incident is so abundant;
and that, what with drafts prepared for the Prince's con-
sideration, and letters and documents of state corrected
for his adoption, and all the explanatory addresses on his
own account which Sheridan thought necessary, he was asy gain.i
